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of strictly comparable mean temperatures are justified (Harm has himself re- 
duced some of the temperatures to the 33-year mean), and we are glad to note 
his appreciation and commendation of the new climatological summaries, by 
sections. We are especially glad to note the retention, from earlier editions, of 
Lorin Blodget's description of the general characteristics of the United States 
climates east of the 100th meridian. Blodget's "Climatology of the United 
States" is a classic, although almost unknown to the younger generation of 
meteorologists. Indeed there is much of real climatological interest and value 
in many of the older accounts of North American travel and exploration, as 
e. g., in the Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Dr. Fassig's excellent 
report on the climate and weather of Baltimore receives well-deserved com- 
mendation. R. DeC. Ward. 

ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 

Der Pflanzenbau in den Tropen und Subtropen. Von Professor Dr. Max 

Fesca. Dritter Band, xiv and 361 pp. Verlag von Wilhelm Sttsserott, Berlin. 

ion. B}ix$'A- 

The concluding volume of Prof. Dr. Fesca's valuable work on economic 

plants in tropical and sub-tropical regions. The present volume includes citrus 

and other fruits, oil yielding plants, gums, spices and aromatics, drugs, rubber, 

gutta-percha, dye stuffs, tanning stuffs, and barks (varieties of cork). The 

varieties of each species, the climate and soil suitable to them, their cultivation, 

uses, diseases, product, etc., are treated concisely without sacrifice of essentials. 

One hundred and three pages are given to rubber and gutta-percha. The three 

volumes form an authoritative and comprehensive work on this subject. 

The Natural History of Coal. By E. A. Newell Arber. x and 163 op., 
illustrations and index. Cambridge University Press, 1911. is. 6^x5. 

This is one of the little "Cambridge Manuals of Science and Literature." 
The author attempts, with good success, to answer simply such questions as the 
origin of coal, how it was formed. He also discusses problems relating to the 
geology or the paleobotany of coal, some of which are not yet solved or at least 
not satisfactorily elucidated. The book ends with a good bibliography and an 
index. 

ANTHROPOGEOGRAPHY 

Influences of Geographic Environment, on the Basis of Ratzel's 
System of Anthropo-geography. By Ellen Churchill Semple. xvi and 
683 pp.; 21 maps. Henry Holt & Co., New York, igit. $4. 

Ratzel carried the investigation of geographic influences upon man and his- 
tory a long step forward and embodied much of the fruit of his research in a 
book; his Anthropo-Geography. Moreover, he inspired a pupil to take up the 
investigation and carry it forward. This was a greater service. That pupil 
was Miss Ellen C. Semple, an American. To produce a book like this requires 
a combination of four factors not often within the reach of one person, — deep 
interest in a great subject, ability to handle it, training, and leisure. Nor does 
this imply that Miss Semple's book is simply the product of leisure hours. On 
the contrary, it bears every evidence of having cost a prodigious amount of 
labor. 



